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Die Mercurii 1 Hbruarii, 1726. 
F? Rdered by the Lords Spiritual 
| and Temporal in Parliament 
Aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Houſe be, and are hereby given to 
the Lord Biſhop of | Hereford, for 
the Sermon by him Preached before 
this Houſe on Monday laſt, in the 
Abby-Church, Weſtminſter ; and he 
is hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame to 
be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. 
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Preach'd before the = 

2 rr and Temporal 
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PARLIAMENT Aſſembled, 
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| Collegiae Church 
6 Ist. Peters  Weltminfel | 


On Monday January 3o, 1726-27, 
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| By the Right . Father in G OD, G 
HENRT Lord Biſhop of HE RE FORD. 
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LONDON: | 


printed for James. and Joun KNAPTON, at 
the Crown in St. Paul's Church Lage. 1727, 
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Proverbs XXIV. the latter 
Part of the 21ſt. Verſe. 


Meddle not with them that are 
grven to Change. 


The whole Verſe ſtands thus, 


My Son, Fear thou the Lord 
and the King; and Meddle 
not with them that are given 
to Change. 


Nb from the former Part 
of it we may firſt obſerve, 
chat the Fear of God, as 
taken for the Reverence 
3 and Obedience that is 
gue to him and to all his Commands, 
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[4 ] 
or for the Whole of Religion ground- 
ed on the Belief of a ſupreme Being | 
the Governour and Judge of the | 
World, is laid down by King Solo- 
mon as the firmeſt Baſis and Support | 
of Government; and what he ſaw | 
would Eſtabliſh his Throne, and ſe- 
cure the Allegiance of all his Subjects, | 
upon whom it had its juſt Weight | 
and full Influence, or who ſubmitted } 
to it upon the Principles of Conſci. 
ence, or the Fear of God; and that 
no other Fears of Wrath or Puniſh- 
ment from the Sword of Human Ju- 
ſtice, however neceſſary to Curb and 
Reſtrain the bold and licentious Pract- 
| ices of wicked Men, were equal to 
it; or indeed of any Force at all, 
where there was Power or Subtlety 
enough to eſcape them. 


AND 


i 


| 
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AND, Secondly, from the cloſe 
Connection of the foregoing Precepts, 
it may be further obſerv'd, That the 
Fear or Obedience which is due to 
the King or ſupreme Magiſtrate, is 
ever to be Regulated and Limited by 
the Fear of God, and in no Cale to 
Interfere with it, or with any of his 
Commands. King Solomon, who 
very well knew by whoſe Authority 
he Rul'd over Iſrael, and the utmoſt 
Extent of the Power that was given 
him, was too Good and too Wiſe 2 
Prince to exceed his Commiſſion, or 
uſurp upon the Conſciences of his 
People, by laying any ſinful Impoſi- 
tions upon them ; and therefore in 
acknowledgment of his gn, as well 


as to put them in Mind of their Sub- 
jection to the great Sovereign of all 
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[6 ] 
the World, he Charges them in the | 
firſt Place, and above all Things elſe, 
to Fear the Lord, and, next to him, 
the King, as his Vicegerent, and in 
due Subordination to his Laws. Fear © 


| the Lord and the King. And then 


he adds, as a neceſſary Conſequence *' 
of theſe Injunctions, And Meddle 
not with them that are given to 


Change. 


FOR to do this would be utterly 
inconſiſtent with both thoſe Duties, 


and the plaineſt breach or violation of | 
them, 


IN diſcourſing thefts upon theſe 
- I ſhall, 


Firf, 


EF 3 
Firſt, Enquire who are thole that 


are given to Change, and what 
it is, To Meddle with them. 


* 


\ 


Secondly, I ſhall conſider the great 
Miſchiefs that ariſe from it. 
Which I ſhall apply, 
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Thirdly, To the Melancholy Oc. 
caſion of this Day s Solemnity ; 

And to the preſent State and 

Condition of our Nation. 


2 AND Firſt. If we look upon 

I King Solomon as giving this Charge 
to the Body of his Subjects, who, 
in a Political Senſe, were all his Sons; 
-or to his Son the Heir of his Crown, 
who was likewiſe his Subject, and 
| moſt immediately concern d in Point 


a of 
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ed with the Execution of them. 


10 bange, muſt be underſtood, 


Diſguſtg or through Pride, or Envy, 


: | Goin, 70 the / Subverſion of 


Fae 12 770 © 94 
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EW 


of N as 550 as Intereſt to attend 
to-ity it muſt doubtleſs be meant of a 
Change in Government, with reſpect 
either to the Fundamental Laws of its 
Conſtxution, or to the Perſon intruſt- 


A N D by Them who are Given 


Thoſe who are: ready. and forward 
upen zewery fight Occaſion, or little 


or Malice, ot any other unhappy 
Teitipet of Mind, to Project and 
ire new Schemes or Forms of 


ever it be, under which 
. and by which they are 
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ſuffer themſelves to be | 
vern'd by private or corrupt Mitves, 
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AND then the Adyice of not 


Meddling with ſuch Men, 13 to avoid 

their Counſels, and abhor their; De. 
ſigns, and to give no Encouragement 
or Countenarice to > chem. pe Bet 


HOW far any "DES $9 125 
a part in the Legiſlative Power, Where 
it is veſted in Many, may involve 
themſelves in this Guilt, of; heing 
prone to Change upon any of = 
foregoing unwarrantable Motive 1 
ſhall not here determine; 5 bug leave 
them to anſwer it to God and their 
own Conſciences, (if there ate any 
ſuch) who in their Conſulxatloli, can 
als dior go- 


or to have their Eye upon fa 
* in what 9 * x 
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[ 10 } 
polite to the Welfare and Proſperity 


of their Country, or to the Honour 


of God, and his Holy Religion. 


BUT this we may be certain of, N 
that there can be no Objection drawn | 


from this Precept, againſt their free De- 


liberations for the Benefit of the Com- 


munity over which they Preſide; or 


againſt ſuch Alterations which they 
ſhall jointly and maturely agree to 
make in the Eſtabliſhment it ſelf, up- 
on any neceſlary Exigency that ſhall | 
apparently and undeniably require it. 


FOR the Caution in my Text 
was not directed to Perſons poſſeſs d 
of ſuch an Authority, the ſupreme 
Power being then ſolely in the King, 
who gave the Advice ; and therefore 

it 


„ 
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it cannot fairly be urg'd to reſtrain 
Thoſe in whom the ſame Power is 


veſted, under what Form ſoe ver it be, 
from the due and regular Exerciſe of 
it; or to hinder them from provi- 
ding, in the way they ſhall judge to 
be the moſt prudent, for the Publick 
good or common Safety. 


BUT whatever Attacks are made 


upon the Laws or Conſtitution of a 


Kingdom by thoſe who are not in the 


Government of it, but are wholly 


under Authority and in Subjection to 
it, they are doubtleſs the moſt evident 


Tranſgreſſions of the Royal Precept 


which is now before us, and can be 
reſolv d only into Faction, or Sediti- 


on, and when attended with Force 


and Violence, into open Rebellion. 


C HAVING 


I. - 
F HAVING thus ſeen what it is tc | 
be given to Change, and to be con- 
cern'd with ſuch Men, and where to 
fix the Guilt of it: I ſhall now 20 


cëed to conſider 


0 Setondly, The great Miſchiefs that | 


ariſe from it. 


"THOUGH we cannot but be | 
ſenſible of the Bleſſings we enjoy un- 
der bis Majeſty's Government; and 
of the Juſtice of that great Alteration, ü 

Which open d the way to it; yet ſo 
many and great are the Struggles and 
Convulſions that uſually attend ſuch 
Alterations, and ſo doubtful and ha- 
zardous, 7 the moſt Part, the Iſſues 
of them, that it has been always the 
Wiſdom of "thoſe who bear Rule in 


any Community, and conſult the 
Peace 


at 
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Peace and Happinels of it, not. to 
undertake them but with the utmoſt 


Caution, or where its Safety and Pre- 
ſervation do ablolutely and unavoida- 
bly call for them. And as for all o- 
ther Changes « of a meaner Birth and 
vulgar Extraction, or which owe their 
Original to the Ambitious Views of 
Crafty and Deligning Men, or to the 
enrag d Paſſions of thoſe who are 
ſway d and miſled by them, what do 
they Promiſe, or Entail upon the 
World, but the utmoſt Confuſion, 
and all the Calamities that are natural- 
ly incident ro ſuch a State? And 
what- elſe can well be expected from 
the. \Madneſs of thoſe Men who are 
generally the deepeſ} engag d in ſuch 
Enterpriſes ? St. Paul, who had a 
good Knowledge and Experience of 
Qs Mankind, 


144 


Mankind, has given us their juſt Cha- 
racters, in his Deſcription of the Prin- 
cipal Actors in the troubleſome or 
Perilous Times, which he foreſaw 
would happen in the La# Days; in 
the third Chapter of his ſecond E- 
piſt. to Tim. 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th 
Verſes, where they are ſet forth by 
him, in their proper Colours, as Lo- 
vers of their own ſelves, Covetous, 
Boaſters, Proud, Blaſphemers, Diſ- 
obedient to Parents, Unthankful, 
Unholy; without Natural Affection, 
Truce-breakers, Falſe-accuſers, In- 
continent, Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe 
that are good, Traitors, Head). 
High-minded, Lovers of Pleaſures 
more than Lovers of Cod; Having 
the Form of Godlineſs, but denying 
the Power thereof. And his Advice 
to 
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to Timothy, whom he ſtyles in the 
Beginning of his firſt Epiſtle to him, 

His own Son in the Faith, is much 
the ſame as King Solomon has given, 

| in the Text, to his Son; From ſuch 
Turn away (verſe 5.) or do not 
Meddle, or keep Company with them. 


| AND the ſeveral Titles under 
„ which he has rang'd theſe Champions 
of Sedition, may be reduc'd likewiſe, 
| in fewer words, to ſuch as Fear nei- 
ther God, nor the King, or who have 
no regard to any Human or Divine 
Laws; but are obſtinately reſolv'd to 
ſhake off all the Ties and Obligations 
of both; or, to uſe the Language of 
the Royal Pſalmiſt, (P.. ii. 2.) To 
| break their Bands aſunder, and to 
caſt away their Cords from them. 
AND 


e 
, 
F 
4 
> 
| 
& 
) 


[ 16 ]] 

AN having once ſet themſelves 
at Liberty from the troubleſome Re- 
ſtraints of Law and Religion, which 
is the firſt and moſt deſireable Change 
which ſuch Men do commonly aim 
at, they make no Scruple, when they 
have it in their Power, to bring a- 
bout any other Changes, that are 


moſt ſubſervient to their Luſts and 


Intereſts, or of committing the moſt 
barbarous, and inhuman Acts of Cru- 
elty- and Injuſtice that may help to 
2 them. 7 


8B U . Thirdly, Of this we 
ſhall ſee more in the Application 
I am now to make of what has 


been ſaid to the mournful Occaſion 
of this Day's Solemnit): Which was 


no 


Lay) 
no leſs, and it could not well be a 
greater Change, than the Entire Sub- 
verſion of our whole Conſtitution, 
and the moſt barbarous Murder of 
the King himſelf who Neſſted it un- 
to Blood. 


AND thus Remarkably given to 

Change were the Chiefs or Ringlead- 
ers of this Scene of Confuſion and 
Rebellion, that when they had Ex- 
pell'd our whole Order of ' Biſhops, 
and aboliſh'd the Rites and Diſcipline, 
and-Liturgy of our Church, to Di- 
ſtinguiſh their Zeal for a further Re- 
formation, they would not ſo much 
as admit of our Creeds, or the Fen 
Commandments, into the Publick 
Services of their Congregations. 


As 
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AS to the ſeveral other Forms or 
Modes of Religion, -which they af- 
terwards introduc'd into the Place of 
the Eſtabliſhment, which they had 
now deſtroy d, it is hard to ſay what 
they were; ſo various and.uncertain 
were the Changes that ſucceeded it, 
and ſo innumerable and monſtrous 
the Seas and Parties into which they 
were afterwards divided. 


AN D by what ways and means 
were theſe Pious Alterations, as they 


Effected, but by Tumult and Out- 
rage, by Inſulting the King and all 
his Friends, and by Intimidating and 
Excluding from their Aſſemblies ſuch 
as they knew were beſt diſpos d and 
able to oppoſe them 2 


BUT 


would have them thought, at length 
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BUT to go on to their Amend- 


ments and Regulations in the Civil 


Government ; and theſe were much 
of the ſame ſtrain, and brought about 
by the fame Righteous Methods 


which had ſerv'd to Reform our Eſta- 


bliſh'd Church. An Illegal, Tyranni- 
cal, and Military Power was ſet up 
and Uſurp'd over the whole Nation, 
which ſoon trod upon the Necks of 
thoſe who had unwarily been too In- 
ſtrumental in ſetting it up; the Royal 
Family were forc'd to fly from their 
Bloody Perſecutors; and the whole 
Houſe of Peers, before whoſe Noble 
Succeffors I am now ſpeaking, were 
Voted, by the Commons, as an Uſe- 
leſs and Dangerous Body of Men, and 
fo the Doors of their own Houſe were 
ſhut againſt them, and the Privileges 
n D of 


20 


of their bigh Birth were taken from 
them. And "Wi according to the Ob- 
ſervation of the Wiſeman, Eccleſ. xX. 
6, 7. Folly or Wickednels, was ſet 
in great Dignity, and the Rich ſat in 


law place; and ſervants were ſeen 


upon Horſes, and Princes walking 
as ſervants upon the Earth. And 


thus they went on continually Chang- 
ing and Refining their Unſteady 


Schemes of Tyranny and Oppreſlion, 
till it pleas d God to ſtop their Career, 


by Reſtoring the Royal Family of our 


Martyr'd Sovereign to their juſt 
Rights, and, with them, our whole 
Conſtitution in Church and State with 


all its ancient Privileges ; which by 


the Bleſſing of God have been ever 
ſince preſerv d to us on their old 
Foundations, 


AND 
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AND this leads me to the further 


Application ot my Diſcourſe to the 


preſent State and Condition of our 
Nation; whoſe Safety and Preſervati- 
on ſo entirely depend upon his Ma- 
jelty's Government, who by the good 
Providence of God is now ſet over us, 
and upon the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 
his Royal Family ; and this Eſtabliſh- 

ment enacted and ſettled by the 
higheſt Authority in the Nation; that 
as all Attempts to Change or Subvert 
it would be juſtly Conſtrued, in the 
Eye of our Law, to be Treaſonable 
and Rebellious, ſo muſt every Deſire 
and Inclination towards it be likewiſe 
accounted the utmoſt Extremity of 


Folly and Madneſs. 


Dal: 8 


IX 


a T would be a needleſs Preſumpti- 


on in me to enter upon a Defence of 
his Majeſty's Rightful and Lawful 
Claim to the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms, in this Auguſt Aſſembly, 
who. have ſo often and ſo Solemnly 
recogniz d it in your own perſons, and 
{o eminently contributed to the Set- 
tling of it. | 


BUI though I know to whom 
L am now Addreſſing myſelf, I will 
yet affirm, and I do it with the more 
aſſurance, as not doubting of your 
concurring with me in what I ſay, that 
the preſent Limitation and Settlement 
of the Crown upon his Majeſty and 
his Royal Deſcendents, has been Eſta- 


bliſhd and Confirm'd by an Authority 


equal to that ba which any of his 
Royal 


C23 ] 


Royal Predeceſſors have ever held 


ot enjoy d it before him, I mean by 


the Authority of the whole Kingdom, 
and by a Body of Laws, made and 


 tenew'd in two diſtinct Reigns for it's 


firmer Security; and a greater Autho- 


rity, under God, (whoſe Ordinance 


it is, as well as Man's) I think we 
need not enquire after, 


AN D now, what are the Griev- 
ances which any of his Majeſty's 
Subjects have the leaſt Reaſon to com- 
plain of? What Encroachments has he 
ever made upon the Liberties or Pro. 
perties of his People? Or has he in- 
vaded any of our Rights, or violated 
any of his Promiſes and Engagements 
to us? Has he in any Inſtance tramp- 
led — our Laws, or diſpens d with 


them 


L 24 


them? Or has he taken one ſtep, 
ſince he fat upon the Throne, that 
we are able to charge with the leaſt 
Tendency or Diſpoſition towards it ? 
What then has he done, that any of 
thoſe who live under his Government, 
can grow weary of it, or be fond of 
altering it? Or, to put this Matter 
a little further, with how much Care 
and Vigilance has he always watch'd 
over the Welfare of his People, and 
their Proſperity ? And what are the 
Bleſſings or Privileges that ſhould 
moſt engage their Zeal and Affections 
in the Defence and Support of his Go- 
vernment, that we do not reap and 
enjoy from the Benefit of it ? 


BUT 
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BUT there is ſtill this further Ob- 
| ligation, or rather Neceſſity, upon 
us, to be faithful to his Majeſty, and 
to the Proteſtant Heirs of his Illuſtri- 
ous Houſe, who are to ſucceed him, 
that we are otherwiſe expos'd to the 
certain Miſeries that would be 
brought upon us by a Popiſh Preten- 
der, bred up in the groſſeſt Bigotry, 
Superſtition and Idolatry of the Ro- 


miſh Religion. And this Religion we 


muſt doubtleſs accept of in Exchange 
for our own, or be oblig'd to ſubmit 
to the ſevereſt Tryals of Cruelty and 
Perfecution, ſhou'd it pleaſe God, for 
the juſt Puniſhment of our own Un- 
ſteadineſs, Perjury, or Rebellion, or 
any other our moſt crying and pro- 
voking Impieties, to ſuffer ſo hea- 


. 
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vy and dreadful a Judgment to fall 


upon us 


AND are we not under the ſame 
obligations to oppoſe the Deſigns and 
Views of the Pretender to his Ma- 

jefty s Dominions, with reſpect to the 
Wealth and Trade and Strength of 
the Nation? Can we think them fe- 
cure, fhould he prevail againſt us, 
from his own Depredations ; or ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer the Demands of his 
Circumſtances * | 


O R can we now be Ignorant of 
the Meaſures that have been concerted 
to ſettle him on the Throne, as the 


only Expedient made Choice of by 


| the Enemies of our Country to enſlave 


our Nation; ; or, in other Words, to 
undermine 


* 
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undermine and. deſtroy all our moſt 


dear and valuable Intereſts; and to 


ſupport their unreaſonable and unjuſti- 
fiable Demands for the advancement 
of their own ? Has he not been always 


pitch d upon as the Engine of the am- 


bitious Deſigns of our Enemies, the 
Diſturber of our Peace, and the fitteſt 
Inſtrument of all the pernicious and 
deſtructive Attacks they wou d make 
upon us? And can we be then at a 
loſs upon whom we are to depend, 


under God, for our Protettion from 


thele, and the like Dangers; or to 

whom we are indebted tar our preſent 

Safety, and upon whom we muſt ſtill 

* for aur —— en 3 
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UPON the dvhole, I cannot con- 


eiue How a Nester Infatuation can 1 
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by any Alterations they 
A Jc&, to the arbitrary Diſpoſal of a 
= oa Succeſſor | 
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poſſeſs the Minds of 2 Free, 'Prote- 
ſtant, and, I may yet ſay, a wealthy 
and powerful People, who are in the 


full Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of all 


their Civil and Religious Rights; and 
may hope, by God's Bleſſing, to have 


them continued to themſelves and their 


Poſterity, under the auſpicious Go- 


vernment of a Wiſe and Gracious 


King, and the numerous Family of 


his Royal Deſcendants ; than to think 


of en them, as they muſt do 
can now Pro- 


A N D e e no Ad- 
vice can be more ſeaſonable than that 


. . n is given us in the Words of my 
| 18 4 6 * and _ * hich immediately 
3 I 8 x | precede 


[29] 
precede it; to be Religious and Loy- 
al; or to Fear God and the King ; and, 


in Conſequence thereof, to have no 


Friendſhip or Intimacy with the Ene- 


mies of either ; or which is the ſame 


thing, Not to Meddle with thoſe Men, 
whoever they be, that are given to 
Change. 
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